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Introduction 

 

Introduction 
 

 
 
The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge International AS Level 
Environmental Management (8291) Paper 3 Coursework, and to show how different levels of candidates’ 
performance (high, middle and low) relate to the subject’s curriculum and assessment objectives. 
 
In this booklet three candidate responses have been chosen to exemplify different standards. Each response 
is accompanied by a commentary explaining the strengths and weaknesses of the answer.  
 
Please note: the candidate examples in this booklet are not perfect and due to the wide range of 

topics that different reports may cover, there are different, equally valid approaches that can be 

taken when producing a report. 

 
Past papers, Examiner Reports and other teacher support materials are available at 
https://teachers.cie.org.uk 
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Assessment at a glance 

 

Assessment at a glance 
 

 
 
All candidates take 
 

 
 
Teachers are reminded that the latest syllabus for 8291 is available on our public website at www.cie.org.uk 
and Teacher Support at https://teachers.cie.org.uk 
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Paper 3: Coursework 

 

Paper 3: Coursework 
 

 
 
Paper 3: Coursework comprises a research report that is internally assessed then moderated by Cambridge 
International Examinations. The research report makes a 20% contribution to the final marks and is initially 
assessed out of 20 marks; as the written papers (Paper 1 and Paper 2) are each marked out of 80, this mark 
is then doubled to a maximum of 40. This section of the Example Candidate Responses booklet contains 
background to the research report and responses from three candidates. 
 
In undertaking Paper 3 candidates should be able to: 
 

1. formulate hypotheses and predictions on the basis of observations and prior research (including 
plan, select appropriate apparatus/materials and carry out experiments in order to test their 
hypothesis or prediction) 
 

2. make accurate observations and measurements and record these in an appropriate form (e.g. 
graphs, tables, diagrams etc.) and use statistical tools to analyse their data 
 

3. assess the reliability of their data and identify strengths and weaknesses. 
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Assessment criteria for coursework 
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Example candidate response – high  
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Paper 3: Coursework 

Example candidate response – high, continued  
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Example candidate response – high, continued  
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Example candidate response – high, continued  
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Example candidate response – high, continued  
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Example candidate response – high, continued  
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Example candidate response – high, continued  
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Example candidate response – high, continued  
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Example candidate response – high, continued  
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Example candidate response – high, continued  
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Paper 3: Coursework 

Example candidate response – high, continued  
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Example candidate response – high, continued  
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Example candidate response – high, continued  
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Example candidate response – high, continued  
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Example candidate response – high, continued  
 

 

20 Cambridge International AS Level Environmental Management 8291/03  

 



Paper 3: Coursework 

Example candidate response – high, continued  
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Example candidate response – high, continued  
 

 

22 Cambridge International AS Level Environmental Management 8291/03  

 



Paper 3: Coursework 

Example candidate response – high, continued  
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Example candidate response – high, continued  
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Example candidate response – high, continued  
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Example candidate response – high, continued  
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Paper 3: Coursework 

Examiner comment – high 
 
The research project report for this candidate was of a very high standard. The quantity of text is slightly 
more than what would be recommended but the overall quality was very high indeed. 
 
The report is well organised with each part adhering to the detailed contents page at the start. In structure 
the report clearly conforms to the four stages of scientific method including; introduction and hypothesis, a 
justified methodology, results presented and analysed, a final conclusion and self-evaluation. The quality of 
the report only slightly fell away in the third skill area with full marks being obtained in the first two. 
 
Skill C1  

A clearly stated hypothesis was backed up with full and succinct background information on soil 
compaction. The methodology concerned with researching soil compaction are accurate and fully 
justified. The methods provided a full assessment of the hypothesis. 
 
Mark awarded = 6 out of 6 

 
Skill C2 

All parts of this skill area were satisfied. Primary data was presented in an effective variety of graphs 
and tables, backed up by the use of good quality and appropriate photographs. The report is well 
organised and very well written. Although statistical methods were used they could have been better 
utilised in the assessment of the data; however there was just sufficient to obtain the mark. 
 
Mark awarded = 9 out of 9 

 
Skill C3 

The conclusion provided a good summary and evaluation of the researched topic. The report slightly 
fell away in reference to environmental principles and management by not referring to data 
presented in the report. The candidate’s self-evaluation was satisfactory. 
 
Mark awarded = 4 out of 5 
 

Research Report Assessment is initially out of 20 marks then doubled to 40. 
 
Total mark awarded = 38 out of 40 
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Example candidate response – middle 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued 
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Paper 3: Coursework 

Examiner comment – middle 
 
The project title is ‘Urban sprawling causes environmental pollution’. 
This is a lengthy report into a relevant environmental management topic involving urban sprawl and pollution. 
Overall the report suffered from being over descriptive with a lot of photographic material but little 
quantitative data. The rates of urban sprawl and an environmental impact assessment would have yielded 
the data needed for a high mark. 
 
Skill C1 

The hypothesis was stated in both general terms as well as within the title. The general introductory 
background contained a good description of urban sprawl as a cause of pollution. The report 
contained no reference to a research methodology thereby invalidating criteria C1 c and d (see 
above) i.e. there was no plan aimed at testing the hypothesis. 
 
Mark awarded = 3 out of 6 
 

Skill C2 
Although there are clearly presented photographs there is little evidence of primary research; the 
photographs and tables have been copied and pasted. Thus the report failed to achieve full marks 
for data collection, collation and presentation; the questionnaires were not utilised. The photographs 
were combined with a lengthy description lacking the precision required in a research report. No 
statistical tools were used to analyse and assess the significance of the data. The candidate 
displayed effective written communication skills. 
 
Mark awarded = 6 out of 9 
 

Skill C3 
Because of the lack of data the conclusion became very general. There is an effective assessment 
of the environment and management principles with reference to the photographs. Unfortunately, 
there was no assessment of the strengths and weaknesses in the research. 
 
This candidate would have benefited from: 
 

• clearly stating a methodology targeting the acquisition of data that could be used to assess 
the hypothesis 

• using the questionnaire to produce graphs and/or tables 

• avoiding a purely descriptive approach. 
 
Mark awarded = 3 out of 5 

 
Research Report Assessment is initially out of 20 marks then doubled to 40. 
 
Total mark awarded = 24 out of 40 
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Example candidate response – low 
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Paper 3: Coursework 

Example candidate response – low, continued 
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Example candidate response – low, continued 
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Example candidate response – low, continued 
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Example candidate response – low, continued 
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Example candidate response – low, continued 
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Example candidate response – low, continued 
 

 
  

66 Cambridge International AS Level Environmental Management 8291/03  

 



Paper 3: Coursework 

Example candidate response – low, continued 
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Example candidate response – low, continued 
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Example candidate response – low, continued 
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Example candidate response – low, continued 
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Example candidate response – low, continued 
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Example candidate response – low, continued 
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Paper 3: Coursework 

Examiner comment – low 
 
The project title is ‘Health Care causing more harm than help’. 
 
A relatively brief and descriptive report into health care causing more harm than good. The project was 
weakened by the implicit rather than stated connections with environmental management. The report 
suffered from being more of a descriptive essay than one structured to the stages of the scientific model. 
 
Skill C1 

Whist the general description was full and relevant there was no hypothesis nor justified 
methodology; criterion C1 d was invalidated. 
 
Mark awarded = 3 out of 6 
 

Skill C2 
The collected data consisted of five copied and pasted pictures and descriptions with the text; no use 
had been made of the interviews. Marks could not be awarded for data presentation, accuracy and 
the use of a statistical tool. Written communication skills were adequate and the report lacked 
structure. 
 
Mark awarded = 3 out of 9 
 

Skill C3 
The conclusion was brief and did not refer to data contained in the main part of the report. The final 
section did not refer to any environmental management principles and no attempt was made to 
assess the strength and weaknesses in the research. 
 
Mark awarded = 1 out of 5 
 

Research Report Assessment initially out of 20 marks then doubled to 40. 
 
Total mark awarded = 14 out of 40 
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